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How a Community Land Trust Works
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“The President in Washington

sends word that he wishes to buy our
land. But how can you buy or sell the
sky? The land? The idea is strange to

us. If we do not own the freshness of
the air and the sparkle of the water,
how can you buy them?"”

Chief Seattle, 1854
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SCHOOL OF LIVING

.

In 1934 Ralph Borsodi
founded the School of
Living to teach and
demonstrate his princi-
ples of self-sufficient living.
In 1937 this building was
erected to house the School
with space for resident students
and for seminars and lectures
on small-scale farming, home-
nimal husbandry,
spinning and
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Common Origins

New

Communities, Inc.
(the org that inspired CLTs)

Habitat for
Humanity




Key Messages - It’s in our roots

® HFH and CLT both grew out of
New Communities cooperative
ownership model

Habitat for Humanity and the CLT
Movement: A Common Seedbed

Right of repurchase kept homes
under affiliate control

‘, '\:- 7
Fund for Humanity vision was to | | Millard

Fuller

hold land in a trust + low income h ; ——

families could build their houses. ‘ New Gommunitis ’ﬂ'.‘
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Clarence

Clarence described it: “Land and
capital are provided but not given,
on faith, at no charge.”
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Board Member

Community Land Co-op of Cincinnati




referential option for

. P tual Affordabilit ot epe
ow income erpetua oraapility Perpetual Responsibility

- Preserving access to - Promoting repairs

land .
- Preventing
- Housing for persons of foreclosures

modest means
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New Communities
+Fund for Humanity

1960s

International Independence
Institute (later (nstitute
for Community Economics (ICE))

NATIONAL
FORIONNG
TROUST

Institute for Community Economics
8 National Hooging Thust Afllilate

:f(r Habitat

for Humanity®

First CLTs in WA +
First Habitat in OR

1990s

First CLTs
Established in Oregon

Northwest Community - - I

Land Trust Coalition OREGON HOUSING and

COMMUNITY SERVICES

NW CLT Coalition LIFT Funding

2020s

Grounded Solutions
Formed (Merger of National
Community Land Trust
Network and Cornerstone
Partnership)

GROUNDED
SOLUTIONS
NETWORK




Habitat and Permanent Affordability...

Habitat Affiliates can expand the number of households
served and can preserve affordable housing stock via LA
models that:

- utilize economic opportunity to preserve communities
without displacing people

. perpetuate the affordability of privately-owned housing

. retain the public’s investment/subsidy in affordable
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